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@ DEBBIE FRANKE 2008, OPPOSITE

is provided by a different local sports, cultural, or civic celebrity. In
addition, area musicians collaborated on the composition and
recording of original music to accompany the narratives.

The Missouri Botanical Garden worked closely with the design
team in selecting the garden’s diversity of plants and will contin-
ue to consult on the garden’s maintenance. The foundation has
also contracted with a local arborist to closely monitor the trees
for the first two years. Whenever possible, plantings are native to
Missouri and include many that offer multiseasonal interest.
Where some of the larger trees (six-inch
caliper and above) could not be found in the
St. Louis region, they were acquired in the
Kansas City area, [llinois, Tennessee, and
New Jersey. The garden’s plant list includes
more than 1,100 shrubs, more than 4,000
perennials and native grasses, almost
13,000 ground-cover plants, and some
8,000 bulbs.

Mature trees were specified, not only to
provide an established appearance from the
outset, but also to address such issues of
scale as the heights of some sculprures at 10
feet or more, and of the tall buildings flank-
ing the site. Together, the elevated terraces
of the northern band and the selection of mature trees soften the
potential distraction of the massive buildings just across Chest-
nuc Street. In addition to providing essential shade during the
city’s hot summers, the location of each tree was carefully deter-
mined so as to frame and complement the garden’s sculprure and
hardscape features as well as to shape views of the surrounding
city. Each quadrant of Citygarden has a different seasonal focus
and will highlight plants that bloom or otherwise stand out in
that season.

Anticipating inevitable compaction and drainage issues, the
designers and their consultants mapped the entire site for required
soil types. In the end, three soil types emerged: soil for use with
trees planted in hardscaped areas, an engineered soil for the garden
areas and rain gardens, and a sand—soil mix for the fescue lawns.
With the exception of the river birch trees on the northwest hill,
most trees have their own individual drain pipes that lead to one
of six rain gardens as well as a four-inch-diameter pipe delivering
air to the tree’s roots.

Anestimated two-thirds of the site drains into the six rain gar-
dens. In addition to the two larger ones running east—west in the
center band, four smaller gardens run north—south on the edges
of Ninth Street, collecting both nearby landscape drainage and
some street runoff. For the restaurant terrace area, a cast-in-place
pier and structural slab system was used to facilitate root growth;
in the lower Night Terrace area, smaller granite pavers were in-
stalled atop a slab in which drain holes have been drilled. Addi-
tional runoff drains to the planting beds of several willow oaks.

Despite the crowds that visited the park during its firse two
summer months, most of the garden held up well. Exceprions
were the turf areas; most have been resodded or reseeded. In ad-
dition, rabbits began to take their toll on selected perennials,
prompting some changes to more “rabbit-resistant” species.

City leaders do believe
that the garden will
prompt additional

investors to select other

blocks of the Gateway
Mall to develop.

Standing in Citygarden today, it is hard to believe that in the
early 1980s, the western block hosted several buildings, including
a Western Union and a Kentucky Fried Chicken. The eastern
block served as a surface parking lot. By the decade’s end, the two
blocks had been razed and converted into a bland landscape sim-
ilar to much of the mall to the west. While optimism grew among
residents as construction proceeded, few could have been prepared
for the transformation of the garden that opened last year. And
this raises another question. After a century, would this develop-
ment of two uninspiring blocks of the mall
finally lead the way ro realizing che full po-
tential for Gateway Mall?

City leaders do believe that the garden
will promprt additional investors to select
other blocks of the Gateway Mall to devel-
op. According to Tricia Roland-Hamilton,
director of the Gateway Mall project, Cicy-
garden has indeed generated interest, and
the next mall area to be developed likely
will be several blocks to the west, named
the “Civic Room” in the new master plan.
It will accommodate large festivals, fund-
raisers, concerts, and other civic events.
Planners hope that transformation of the
mall’s entire length as a vibrant public space will likewise spur
new retail and residential development in its vicinity and serve to
tie the norchern and southern sides of downtown together.

Genrge Hazelrigg, ASLA, is a senior project associate in Virginia Tech'’s
landscape architecture program.
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scape architect: Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects, Char-
loctesville, Virginia (Warren Byrd, FASLA; Sara Myhre; Breck
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Engineering, St. Louis (Steve Miller and Mohamed Al Harash).
Sculpture lighting: Randy Burkett Lighting Design (Randy Bur-
kett and Susan Jenning). Electric contractor: Kaiser Electric, Gran-
ite City, Illinois. Site lighting: Fischer Marantz Stone, New York.
Site masonry: Leonard Masonry, St. Louis (Steve Schulte). Arc wall
masonry: Kirkwood Masonry, St. Louis (Steele Crissman and Dan
Head). Masonry supplier (arc wall): Earchworks Group Inc., St.
Louis. Fountains: Hydro Dramartics, St. Louis (Kerry Friedman).
Irrigation: [rrigacion Resource Management Inc., St. Louis (Steve
Niehoff ). Soil and subdrainage: Jeffrey L. Bruce & Co., Kansas
City, Missouri ( Jeffrey L. Bruce, FASLA). Sculpture structural: Lar-
son Engineering, St. Louis (Ted Pruess). Sculpture installation:
Acme Erectors, St. Louis (Aron Clay). Plantings: Landesign,
Wentzville, Missouri. Large tree supplier: Environmental Design,
Tomball, Texas. Horticultural consultant: Missouri Boranical Gar-
den, St. Louis ( Jim Cocos and June Hutson). Client’s adviser: Arc-
turis, St. Louis (Sara Runge).
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